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interest for you. You may learn a great deal, how-
ever, about rain and streams even in the streets of a
town. Catch a little of the rain in a plate, and you
will find it to be so much clear water. But look at it
as it courses along the gutters. You see how muddy
it is. It has swept away the loose dust worn by wheels
and feet from the stones of the street, and carried it
into the gutters. Each gutter thus becomes like the
Hooded river. You can watch, too, how chips of straw,
corks, bits of wood, and other loose objects lying in the
street are borne away, very much as the trunks of
trees are carried by the river. Even in a town, there-
fore, you can follow how changes in the sky lead to
changes on the earth.

4. If you think for a little, you will recall many other
illustrations of the way in which the common things
of everyday life are connected together. As far back
as you can remember, you have been familiar with such
things as sunshine, clouds, wind, rain, rivers, frost, and
snow, and they have grown so commonplace that you
never think of considering about them. You cannot
imagine them, perhaps, as in any way different- from
what they are; they seem, indeed, so natural and so
necessary that you may even be surprised when any one
asks you to give a reason for them. But if you had
lived all your lives in a country where no rain ever
fell, and if you were to be brought to such a country as
this, and were to see such a storm of rain as you have
been watching to-day, would it not be very strange to
you, and would you. not naturally enough begin to ask
the meaning of it ?